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LETTER 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

This paper is submitted in response to the Examiner's telephone call with the 
undersigned agent yesterday regarding the above-identified application. The 
Examiner indicated that a response to the Office Action mailed on June 20, 2001 , 
regarding a restriction requirement had not been received by the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office ("PTO"). 
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Applicants submit that a timely Response to the Office Action was filed with 
the PTO on October 18, 2001. A copy of the Response is attached herewith for the 
Examiner's consideration. At the time of filing, the Response contained a proper 
Certificate of Mailing under 37 CFR §1.8 and a Petition for Extension of Time to 
extend the period of response to October 20, 2001 . The Petition included a check in 
the amount of $920 to pay the required extension fee. Copies of the $920 check dated 
October 18, 2001, and a return-receipt postcard ("postcard") submitted with the 
Response are also enclosed for the Examiner's consideration. 

The undersigned has information from the agent's Accounting Department 
that the $920 check has not, to date, been paid by the bank. Moreover, Applicants 
have not received the postcard bearing the stamp of the PTO mailroom, which 
acknowledges receipt of the documents. Therefore, Applicants believe that the timely 
filed Response in the application was lost in the mail, either in the U.S. Postal Service 
or in the PTO's mailroom. 

Nevertheless, as signified by the certificate of mailing under 37 CFR §1 .8, 
there was a reasonable basis to expect that the Response would be mailed on the date 
indicated, i.e., October 18, 2001 . Perhaps the incidents following the disruption of the 
PTO mail service following the September 1 1 , 2001 attack and anthrax scare 
contributed to the PTO's failure to receive the Response. 
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Pursuant to the Examiner's instructions, Applicants are submitting a copy of 
the Response that was filed on October 1 8, 2001. Accordingly, Applicants request 
that the Response be considered by the Examiner. 

If the original documents do not reach the PTO, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge the $920 required fee and any additional fees due with this paper 
or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 23-1 703 . 

Dated: December 28, 2001 Respectfully submitted, 

Thelma A. Chen Cleland 
Reg. No. 40,948 
(212)819-8515 

Customer No.: 007470 
(212)819-8200 

Enclosures 
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